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Favor for the Referendum.

The news ceclumns of this issue
announce that the Board of Educa-
tion has received with favor the sug-
gestion made in this place yesterday
—that in the present controversy
over religious instruction in the pub-
lic schools the parents of the pupils
in those schools be consulted. Of five
members of the seven, four have in-
dorsed the plan. Furthermore, it
seems to be the judgment of others
closely concerned in the controversy
that the reference of the question to
the parents—not to control the Board
of Education, but to guide it—will
contribute to clear away much of the
difficulty which now confronts the
board.

This is extremely gratifying to The
Times. The editorial was intended
merely to suggest a plan of action
which seemed likely to aid the au-
thorities. It has been received ev-
erywhere in exactly that spirit. And
various members of the board nave
added weight to the suggestion by
indicating that the machinery for this
referendum is already in existence,
has been put to use more than once,
and is as simple and as practical as
anyone could desire. |

If the board prepares a circular let-
ter of inquiry and transmits copies to
the teachers of the several grades the
work is nearly done. For the teach-
ers, by distributing a copy to each
pupil and insisting upon a reply
within one day or iwo, can complete
the poll both expeditiously and surely.
This has been done before in other
causes, and when the replies have
not been prompt the teachers have
been able to jog the parents effective-
ly through the children. If, further,
the teachers compile the responses
the whole inguiry will have been ac-
complished without delay or cost and
without more than half an hour's
work on the part of arny of the board’s
subordinates.

In the end the Board of Education
will be entirely responsible for the

have been punished more. New York
has demonstrated to builders that if
they desire to erect collapsable build-
ings they are at liberty to do so.

Years ago one Buddenseik went to jail |

for this crime, but the precedent has
been ignored ever since. About a
vear ago a large hotel in that city fell
without warning after the roof had
been put in place. Several people in-
side and out were the victims of death
or maiming. There was indignation
of the warmest sort. Somebody was
to get a lesson; yes, indeed. The

guilty were allowed ample time to;

disappear, and then indietments were
brought. They never led to any ac-
tion, and nobody thought they would.

However, the mere expression of pub—'
lic anger might have been expected

to have an -effect.
was no such effect.

When four buildings in a single
day fall of their own weight it is
time for the responsible individuals
to be in jail.

Evidentiy there

Russia’s Nearer Woes.

Another Russian governor has been
shot. In this circumstance alone there
is no especial significance. The fact
may be taken for granted that the
average Russian governor lives under
sentence of death, and that the execu-
tioner may lurk in any shadow. Nor
is it surprising that the assassin in
this instance should have been a Finn.
Finland has been grievously oppressed
since Russia undertook the task of
effacing it from the map and robbing
it of national existence.

men conscripted to fight for a cause
they hate.

The only remarkable feature of the
presewn. shooting is that the work was
that of a boy of fifteen years. The
very children absorb detestation for

Russia. This lad would hardly have|

been chosen as the
vengeance.

instrument of
Men anxious to kill the

governor would not have dared en-i,m

trust the task to a mere child.

spiration fror: the atmosphere about
him, and alone and unadvised set
about his mission.

In another part of the empire it is
reported that the Jews have -armed
and are attempting to get even for
some of the outrages perpetrated upon
them. They have been a long suffer-
ing people. Not feeling strong enough
to protect themselves by meeting vio-
lence with viglence, they have borne
with wondex‘ul endurance treatment
that was brutal, criminal, and mur-
derous. If they have become aroused
to the pitch of open rebellion they
will fight desperately, and add a

%

It has been |

taxed, deprived of liberty, and itS|prop.inent

It i music
| Among

must be that the boy gathered his in- |

RECEPTION WILL
FOLLON DNER

The German Embassy to Be
Seene of Gayety.

UNIQUE LENTEN MUSICALE

Birthday Parties, Progressive Euchre,
and Other Interesting Events in
the Socisty World.

Baron and PBaroness von Sternburg
will entertain a dinner party at the em-
bassy tonight, and will follow with a
large evening reception, the second of
a series of evening receptions, which
are proving the most attractive features
of spring entertaining at the Capital.

It would be hard to imagine a more

appropriate Lenten event than the mu-
sicale =iven late yesterday afternoon
by Mrs. James Pigchot, at her home, in

Ehode Tsland avenue, when Miss Na-
talie Curtis, of New York, presented
the unigque program.

Afies Curtis has Spent Years among
various tr 5 of North American In-
d:ans, lean y their folk songs in na-
tive toague, and renders with remark-
able f2ehr and  fine technique their

scngs of nature. President Roosevelt is
interesied, with a large number of other
people, in the preseryation
of the original arts of the Indians, and

had Miss Curtis at the White House
Sunday afternoon, when she gave a
number of her most beautiful songs.
The President was exceedingly enthu-

cicstic over them, and expressed a re-
newed interest in the effort to prevent
the old Indian arts being replaced by

new ones or being altogether obliter-
ated. )
Mrs. Pinchot : long been interested

terday
chiefly

ork along this line, and )
»d 2 «mall party of {
lovers, to hear

them were Mrs
Mrs. Metcaif, Dr. Edward

and Mrs. Hale, the J: Minister,
Mr. Takahira; Mrs. spie, Miss
Hitetl . Livingston Hunt and

apd Mrs. Francis E.

Will Conduct The Sale.

Mrs. Pinchot is also prominent in the
Socicty of Decorative Arts of New York,

z1d is almost the only one of the orig-
© al members left. She will, therefore,
e at the head of the sale for that se-

ciety which begins today at 1128 Con-
necticut avenue, and lasts for two davs.
Among the prominent women whe will
ascist Mrs. Pinchot are Miss Elizabeth
r<,- Tivingston Hunt, Mrs. Nich-
sh, Mrs. MecClintock, Mrs. Gar-
field, Mrs. William P. Eno, and Mrs.
Archibal¢ Hopkins.

Mr. and ;I'f):—t"!d 1; x1 celebrated

fth

IN THE CIRCLE OF

SOCIETY >

MRS. JOHEN C. FREMONT,

Wife of Commander Fremont, of the Florida, is one of the most popular wo-
men of society.
breeziest and most charming theatrical effects for charity.

THESE ARE WED
IN GLOOMY LENT

Miss Elizabeth Burns Purman, daugb-
ter of Dr. and Mrs. J. J. Purman, and
Leon Brooke Leavitt, of Maine, will be
married at 3 o'clock this afternoon at
the home of the bride's parents, on Co-
lumbia road, the Rev, Dr. Wallace Rad-
! cliffe officiating. Only relatives will wit-

Mr. Rockhill Guest of Homor | ness the ceremony. and almost Tmet

after the bride and bridegroom
e e
at a Lunencon.

COSSIP AMONG
THE DIPLOMATS

| &3 ¥

| will leave for Albany, N.

{ home

|  Mr. L avitt and his bride are both weil
| known in Washington, her home having
| bacen here for many vears, while Mr.
| Leavitt, as secretary to the Director of
| the Cens
{ home also,

PROMOTION OF MR. PHILIP

X The marriage of Miss Ethel Cranston.
Ambassader White Sails for Piymouth.| daughter of Rev. Earl Cranston. resiz
dent yp of e Methodist Episcopal

|
|
?
ia y
Brazilian Minister and his At- | Chureh, to Dr. G. Lane Tanneyhill, jr.,
{
i
|

She possesses the knack of getting up and presenting the

Y.. their future

is North, has made this his

o
"

RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS

Arraignment of General Boynton for
Approval of the Plan.

Public interest in the report of the citizens’ tommittee to the confer-
ence bf ministers, advocating religious teaching in the public schools, I8

growing.

'fhe Times is in receipt of a large number of letters on the subjecty

some of which follow:

ARRAIGNS GENERAL BOYNTON.

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

Every lover of liberty owes The Times
a debt of gratitude for its open columns.
Tru'h only asks a hearing; and if she
had had this heretofore many of the
abusez that have crept into our ecivil
institution, and which now become the
precédents and apology for further ag-
gression, wounld net have obtained.

Permit me to say that whatever abil-
ity Gen. Henry Boynton possesses, he
does not see the bearing of the new step
he is about to take, which he justifies
by previous steps in the same direction.
It is “the last straw that breaks the
camel’s back,” and “one false step al-
ways leads to more."”

He nalvely asks those who fear this
new movement how leng it would take
befora a repeal of a¥ticle 1 of the amend-
ments to the Constitution could be ef-
fected. Let me tell him it is net neces-
sary to formally repeal a law to make
it inoperative. ILaws =2are seldom TrTe-
pealed until after they have passed to
desuetude.

The precedents General Boynten builds
on are steps in the direction of ignoring
this amendment—every one of them—
though they may not be sufficiently in-
juricus to awake general opposition.
Constitutions are frail things when the
law of liberty and equality is not written
in men’s hearts.

It is easy for a majority with little
conscience or a fanatical belief to sup-
press free speech under the plea that
such language subverts peace and mor-
als, and to establish a theology under
the name of needed morals.

We know how Christians tortured the
will of Girard (who specifically declared
that the presence of a clergyman or the
teaching of theology should not be per-
mitted in the university he endowed,
but that all should be taught natural
morais) by getting a Christian judge tc
say that morals could not bde taught
without religion—and religion with these
people always means theology. :

Our Constitution says ‘‘no religious
test shall ever be required as a qualifi-
catien to any office.”” and yet in the face
of this the majority has established a
publie oflice—chaplain—whose very func-
tions require subsecripticn to the theo-
logical belief that God hears and an-
swers prayer. Natural religion can exist
in the face of a positive denial of this
dogma.

Does General Boynton not know thatl
in introducing the Ten Commandments
into the school as God's commandments
he is introducing theology? And if one
tene: can be establishea thus, why not
more?

Suppose some of the teachers undex
sim are wise enough to know the bar-
parous origin of commandmenis that
classify a man's wife as his property,

|like his ox and his ass, and refuse to

teach such dogmas, what will be do
about it? Would he discharge a Raiph
Waldo Emerson or a Herbert Spencer,
if they refused, which undoubtedly they

does not sink the bell that instructs us
that all are equal—-Christian and free=
thinker—under the law.
e DAVID ECCLES,
Pres. Washington Secular League.

Should Inculcate More
Respect for Pareats

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

Before introduecing religious teaching
into the public schools would it not be
better to teach the children a little re=
spect for parental authority. I have
three children in the public schools,
who now Jove, honor and obey theip
father and mother.

But it seems t¢ me that one thing be=
ing instilled inio the hearts of ail chil-
dren attending these schools iz an uoiter
disregard of parents” rights. I wili give
a very few examples. A mother in mod-
erate circumstances is tooc unwell to rise
one morning—one of her children is kept
at huome one day. The next day the
child takes an excuse written by the
mother. The teacher says:

“Why did you stay at home?’ The
child replies:

“Mother was sick in bed.”” The teach-
er informs the child, "‘That is no excuse
for your absence.”

A child says, “Mamma thinks so.””
The teacher says: “Then I do not think
vour mother has gocd sense.”

In another case, “Papa thinks thus
and so.”

“¥Well, he does not know what he is
talking about.” A girl or boy i« told:

“You just tell your father or mother
that he or she i not running this school,
I am doing it.”

Now, taking for granted that the pars
cnts are wrong, still the child should
not be told so by the one who is placed
to teach him.

I contend that if parental love, re-
spect, and authority are uprooted from
a child’s heart there is no hope of plac-
ing in that heart either of the three
for God of the laws of our iand. And
I think, Mr. Kditor, that you will agree
with me. 1f, therefore, there is {0 be a
reform, let i¢ start at the lowest root,
and let the nrot thing taught be the love,
respect, and obedience of parents to
which they are entitled next to God
Himself. E.

Washington, March 20.

Teaching Religion
Does Not Go Far Ehough

To the Editor of The Washington i‘jmes:

It seems to me that the movement to
teach more religion in the public schoels
does not go far enough. It is admitted
that this is a Christian nation, yet even
the clergymen who are so earnestly
pashing this great movement do not
prenose te teach Christianity in  the
schools. Surely it would be proper to
teach Christianity in the public schools
of a Christian nation—I mean true
Christianity, the doctrice that Christ
was the Son of God and Saviour of man-
kind. Even the Mahometans have the

-

serious phase to T the thirt birthday of the former of Baltimcre, wiil take place Saturda¥ | would? And is this not drawing a theo- Ten Commandments.
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preliminary to  teaching Christianity,

Coatney.

$ 1 £ e v | ants Misz Maz ackpole, Miss Meta | more primitive barbarism. The most | which should be the next move I !
knows the attitude of the great body honor at a lur- . given by | aDts Misz Marion Stackpole s eta re P i e
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Be

3ear, of Richmond, V
sister of Isaac Gans, also being present.

AR é‘i’unrd.‘nlgh. all of Baltimore. I bid General Boynton beware that ke Washington, March 20.

dor Choate in London, will be made sec- |
ond secretary of the legation at Pekin,

sibilities. served as private secretary to
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